On the positive side, other sources of [
financing research now exist, such as the
National Committee for Science and
Education, which provides funding on the
basis of submissions. Several new
Ukrainian Academy of Science institutes
have been established, such as the Institute
of Eastern Studies and regional centers in
cities other than Kyiv, Lviv and Kharkiv.

Although research and teaching are still
separated, with the former done at the
institutes while teaching is the responsibility

of universities, there are moves to join them
on the Western model. A significant
change in higher education has been the
growth in the number of universities, which
has gone from 10 to 59 in the last three
years. The Ministry of Education has been
issuing university licenses to higher
education establishments that did not hold
that designation, such as institutes of
education and new establishments, such as
the University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.
Since the granting of university licenses was
previously controlled by Moscow, there is
good reason to re-evaluate the process. The
process of accreditation of postgraduate
degrees is currently under the control of a
central body, the Higher Accreditation
Committee of Ukraine. All candidate and
doctoral degrees must be approved by this
committee (on the recommendation of the
university council where the degree was
completed).

As for education in general, the shortage of teachers has
become a serious problem. The shortage was 5,000 in 1993
but jumped to 22,5000 in 1994 as teachers fled schools due
to low salaries and better opportunities elsewhere. There is
a critical lack of teachers of foreign languages even at the
university level; for example, this year there were 80
vacancies in the department of Romano-Germanic languages
at Kyiv University.

According to Dr. Zahorodny, 74 percent of schools in
Ukraine are now teaching in Ukrainian (the percentages
were 45 percent in 1988 and 56 percent in 1993). The
situation at individual universities varies greatly, however.
At Kyiv University, 98 percent of the classes are taught in
Ukrainian, with only individual lecturers still using Russian.
Theses and examinations are all now written in Ukrainian.
But the reverse situation exists at the universities of Kharkiv,
Donetsk, Odessa and Dnipropetrovsk, where Russian still is
the language of instruction and only individual lecturers
teach in Ukrainian.

Throughout his presentation, Dr. Zahorodny maintained
that, in spite of the present hardships, the percentage of
good students at institutions of higher learning in Ukraine
has not decreased over the last ten years, and there is some
hope that higher education and scientific research will be
able to weather the current difficulties, especially with
opportunities opening up with the West.
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When travelling to UKRAINE, we provide the
following services:

Airfare

Hotels

Transfers

Rail Tickets

Translators

Car with chauffeur
Consulting Services, etd.

Don't rely on your cousin in Kyiv for your travel
arrangements, because he only has to rely
on a friend of a friend.




